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Categories of waste

There are regularly three types of waste that volunteers need to handle
appropriately: food waste, garbage, and recyclable materials. Properly
handling these materials supports our Core Values. Dealing with food
waste in a responsible way ensures that maximum value is derived from
donations. It also reduces the possibility of harboring pests and disease.
Properly following recycling procedures shows consideration for fellow
volunteers and for the environment.

Food waste

Food waste includes
 canned food more than 18 months out of date
 baby food at its expiration date
 spoiled fresh food
 frozen meat that has torn packaging or is otherwise unfit
 any other food unfit to be offered to clients

All outdated food or spoiled food such as bread and produce goes into the
area labeled "Pig Food" in the warehouse near the garage doors.
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This food is picked up on Tuesday.
 Food discarded on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday (so the food will

sit for awhile) should be evaluated for perishability. Place highly
perishable food (for example milk, broken eggs) in labeled container
in the refrigerator in the warehouse. Broken eggs should be put in a
plastic baggie before being placed in the container. This will prevent
spoilage making the food unusable even for pigs and cut down on
odors.

 Leave a note in the Volunteer Log so the volunteers on Tuesday can
see to it that the food is included with the rest of the pig food.

Meat cannot go to pigs. Meat to be thrown away should be wrapped in a
plastic grocery bag and labeled and placed in one of the chest freezers. It
will be cleared out and taken to the dump on Wednesday.

Garbage

Garbage includes
 Meat (as noted above)
 Items in the waste baskets
 Plastic wrap and plastic bags (except for pallet-wrapping plastic

recycled by Food Bank truck)
 Plastic coated cardboard
 Miscellaneous other non-food garbage

There are two garbage barrels in the stockroom to the left of the door from
the storefront. This is only for non-food garbage. There is also a garbage
barrel in the warehouse in the pig food area.

Garbage is taken to the dump on Wednesdays.

Recycling

As you empty boxes from the Food Bank, you will have to put the
packaging in the proper place for disposal either to the garbage or one of
two recycling streams: cardboard goes into one container at the dump and
other recyclable items go into another.

 Plastic-coated cardboard and plastic wrap from around several items
wrapped together as well as plastic bags cannot be recycled and
must be placed in the garbage bins. However, pallet-wrapping plastic
is recycled by the Food Bank truck.



 Glass, recyclable plastics that have the triangle on them from 1 to 6,
paper and boxboard--a cardboard look-alike that has no wavy
cardboard between two flat pieces of brown board--are recyclable in
one container at the dump. These items are collected in the
storeroom in the space beside the garbage bins.

 Cardboard – the stuff with wavy cardboard between two flat pieces of
brown board – is broken down and folded, if necessary, then put into
a banana box top in order to be able to load a car easily to take the
recycling to the dump. If the top of the filled boxes is level, it is easier
to pack the boxes into the car. The cardboard can be laid flat inside
the box or may be arranged on edge and packed tightly in the box, so
long as the pieces are the same height (so another box can easily be
stacked on top.) Boxes filled with cardboard for recycling are placed
at the end of the wall immediately to your right as you enter the
warehouse from the stockroom. This area is labeled.

 Some boxes are kept intact to be used for bread, for packing with
client groceries, or other uses. These include banana box bottoms,
senior commodity boxes, and other clean, sturdy boxes. These boxes
are stacked on a pallet just to the right of the door into the warehouse
from the storeroom. This area is labeled. Yearly, from late summer to
December, banana box bottoms are collected and saved for use as
Christmas boxes. They are stored along the wall kitty-corner to where
the cardboard for recycling is kept. This area is labeled. The collected
Christmas boxes should not be used for other purposes.


